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season in their region, and is the regional champion for that region, he/
she may have their award sent to them after they have paid the cost for 
shipping and handling of the plaque to the regional promoter.  

RULE 10 - GENERAL SAFETY RULES

The following General Safety Rules will apply to all APBA sanctioned 
events and classes.  All APBA members and other event participants, 
including but not limited to owners, mechanics, pit crew, sponsors, and 
promoters are deemed to be fully aware of all safety rules and will be 
expected to abide by them at events.

10.1	 RACE COURSES
10.1.1	 The American Power Boat Association (APBA) does not certify or 

inspect every course used at APBA sanctioned events. Participants are 
responsible for their safety at APBA sanctioned events, and the participant 
should determine their own ability and skill level regarding being able to 
negotiate each particular race course, as well as their watercraft being 
suitable for racing.  Participants that have concerns about the safety 
of the race course, doubt the competence of the officials, doubt the 
competence of fellow participants, doubt their own ability to compete or 
their watercraft, should not participate in the event and request the return 
of their entry fee before competitive activity of the event begins.

10.1.2	 APBA sanctioned events take place on public waterways that may use 
routes used by other boaters.  The APBA and its event promoters are 
not responsible for the conditions of the waterway or for the actions of 
other individuals that may be using the public waterway.

10.1.3	 The APBA does not attend each and every race that is run under its 
sanction.  The Promoter of the event is solely responsible to ensure that 
all rules relating to safety and compliance with APBA General Safety 
Rules are followed and to organize a safe competition.   The Promoter of 
the event is responsible for purchasing the required insurance through 
the APBA’s official insurance carrier.

10.2	 SAFETY GEAR
10.2.1	 It is the responsibility of the participant to select a helmet and other safety 

equipment that will provide adequate protection during competition.  The 
APBA does not endorse or guarantee specific products or manufacturers of 
safety equipment.  Riders must rely on their own judgment in the selection 
of safety equipment to be used in competition for safety and durability.

10.2.2	 A rider, his/her mechanic, and any pit crew members, when operating 
registered equipment bearing APBA numbers or designation at any 
time while at a sanctioned event, must wear complete safety equipment 
including helmet and like jacket at all times while on the water. 

10.2.3	 Helmets - 
a.	 A properly fitting helmet that meets the current Department of 

Transportation (DOT) or current Snell standards is required to be worn 
at all times in competition.
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b.	 The only time a helmet is not required to be worn is during a Freestyle 
competition.

c.	 It is highly recommended that any helmet involved in an accident be 
returned to the appropriate manufacturer for inspection and repair, if 
necessary.

d.	 A full face helmet is mandatory. Without exception, no face shields/
guards of any kind will be allowed.  Helmets with bolt-on face shields 
are not allowed.

e.	 No plastic, bicycle type, BMX, or similar designed headgear will be 
allowed.

10.2.4	 Life Jackets - 
a.	 A U.S. Coast Guard approved, type I or III, full jacket personal 

flotation device (life jacket) will be worn by all participants at all 
times while on the water.

b.	 Every rider shall certify his/her floatation equipment to function 
properly when requested by an APBA official.

c.	 It is recommended that all jackets have buckle-type straps 
across closures.

10.2.5	 Eye protection in the form of goggles shall be highly recommended for 
all personal watercraft racing.

10.2.6	 Back protection and protective footwear are recommended for all riders 
at all APBA sanctioned events.

10.2.7	 The Race Director of an event shall have the authority to prohibit the use of 
any helmet, personal flotation device (life jacket), or other equipment which the 
Race Director may consider unsafe, insufficient protection or inadequate.

10.2.8	 No participant shall participate in an APBA sanctioned event with any 
type of splint, including but not limited to, a cast or brace applied to his/
her body, without written approval from a doctor and approval by the 
Race Director of the event.

10.2.9	 No rider shall be allowed to compete if it is determined by an official that 
the rider is under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

10.2.10	 It is the Race Director’s authority to deny participation of any rider that, if 
in the opinion of the Race Director, the rider may be hazard to the other 
participants, spectators, or themselves.  

10.2.11	 Any participant that exhibits dangerous or unsportsmanlike conduct at 
any time during a sanctioned event may be fined, penalized, or removed 
from an event.

10.2.12	 Flipped riders, if uninjured, should wave hands above ahead as an 
“okay” signal.

10.2.13	 After crossing the finish line, a rider/boat shall not interfere with any 
other rider/boat still in the race so as to affect the time of such boat at 
the finish or create a safety hazard. 
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10.3	 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT VEHICLE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
10.3.1	 All watercraft, with the exception of those used for freestyle competition, 

must be equipped with a properly functioning lanyard-type start/stop 
switch installed (tether).  Engines may idle at any time provided that the 
lanyard is connected to the watercraft.

10.3.2	 All external discharge ports must deflect water downwards or in a 
fashion that will sufficiently disperse water without causing a hazard to 
other riders.

10.3.3	 All watercraft will be required to pass a pre-race safety inspection before 
being allowed to practice or compete.  The Technical Director or Race 
Director may remove and watercraft from competition that does not 
meet safety requirements.

10.3.4	 Damaged or broken safety equipment not detected before or during 
a race is not grounds for disqualification after completion of that race, 
unless rider is black flagged during that event.

10.3.5	 The Race Director shall have the authority to stop any event that he/she 
deems necessary to ensure the safety of the participants, spectators 
and/or officials because of technical problems.

10.3.6	 It is mandatory that all watercraft be equipped with permanently affixed 
nose bumpers except those watercraft not equipped with bumpers as 
original equipment.

10.3.7	 All watercraft are required to have a tow strap on the front of the craft. It 
is the rider’s responsibility to provide an adequate tow strap that will not 
break if a watercraft needs to be towed during a race.  Failure to have a 
tow strap on a watercraft, or if a tow strap breaks during the tow of the 
watercraft, is grounds for fine or disqualification at the discretion of the 
Race Director.

10.3.8	 The maximum number of participants allowed per vehicle is one.  No 
tandem or two-up racing is allowed at APBA sanctioned events.

10.3.9	 Riders are allowed two (2) tethers/lanyards on their person while racing. 
One will be the primary, and the 2nd will be a backup in the event that 
the primary lanyard should fail or get lost.  Riders plugging in a back up 
lanyard, while the primary lanyard is held above head, in the case of a 
dead engine restart (penalty), will receive an automatic disqualification.  

10.3.10	 The Tether/Lanyard may not be wrapped around the handlebar or any 
other part of the watercraft during a race. The lanyard must be attached 
to the rider and be able to disconnect and stop the engine in the event 
the rider becomes separated from their watercraft. Riders wrapping 
the tether around the handlebar will be subject to penalty or fine at the 
discretion of the Race Director.  


